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OUR FOUNDATIONS

School Identity of Aoyama Gakuin

John Wesley (1703-91)

Underlying John Wesley's view of education as
the founder of the Methodist Church is found
the idea of harmony between faith and reason.

Aoyama Gakuin is a comprehensive
institution with its origins in three schools
founded by missionaries sent by the
Methodist Episcopal Church in the U.S.:
"Girls' Elementary School" (1874, Dora E.
Schoonmaker), "Kokyo Gakusha" (1878,
Julius Soper), and "The Methodist Mission
Seminary" (1879, Robert S. Maclay).

Aoyama Gakuin has evolved and
developed with the times, but the
spirit based on Christian faith, which
is the distinctive feature and mission
of the school, has not changed since its

foundation and will remain unchanged.

Aoyama Gakuin aims to cultivate leaders of our global society who

will serve all people and society with love and hope by promoting

intellectual growth and by interacting with the diverse world with

a high level of tolerance, understanding and respect for others’

individuality. To meet these goals, each of the schools strive to create

an age-appropriate environment and enrich the character of each

student as a place to carry on and develop the traditions and ideals of

the institution, while constantly advancing the intellectual frontier

and creating a wide range of educational and research opportunities to

build a world filled with love, freedom, and hope.



The "Educational Policy of Aoyama Gakuin," which was established to
realize the mission of Aoyama Gakuin, is a guideline shared by all those
involved in education and research and was established at the 90th
anniversary as something Aoyama Gakuin cannot not exist without.
The members of Aoyama Gakuin community consistently prioritize
the Educational Policy through daily prayer, focus of its powers, and
complete devotion.

i i

Educational Policy of Aoyama Gakuin

Aoyama Gakuin has as its aim

education based upon the Christian faith

and as its purpose the building up of persons
who live in sincerity before God,

who seck for truth with humility,

and who actively take responsibility for all people
and for society in a spirit of love and service.

e i

Aiming education based upon the Christian faith

This is the foundation of Aoyama Gakuin's existence, the basis of its
education, and its greatest purpose, and is in line with Article 4 of the
Aoyama Gakuin Articles of Endowment, which states that "Education
at Aoyama Gakuin shall be forever based on the Christian faith.” The
tradition of Aoyama Gakuin has been consistently nurtured on the
basis of education based on the Christian faith since its foundation.
This has shown our determination to achieve our mission based on
the truth of God and the values of the Christian faith, no matter
what historical or social situation we find ourselves in. The Christian
faith is the foundation on which Aoyama Gakuin stands, the starting
point to which we must always return, and the universal core value

13
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of the school. In the midst of rapidly changing times and society,
maintaining an unshakable foundation is what makes Aoyama Gakuin.
We will continue to carry on this tradition and to carry on education
and academic research in the new era, while keeping the spirit of the
founding of Aoyama Gakuin.

Living sincerity before God

The Christian faith enables us to be true before God. That is, to relativize
ourselves before God, to reflect on ourselves repeatedly, and to fulfill our
carthly responsibilities with humility. Standing by this faith enables us
to live faithfully in our given place, not deceiving God and man, being
faithful not only to what is seen but also to what is unseen. Above all,
by keeping our eyes focused on the true teachings of Jesus Christ and
His life, death, and resurrection, we are freed from self-centeredness,
and we begin to develop a loving and unique character without fearing
the eyes of others. Yoitsu Honda, the second chancellor, said, "Let the
grace of God bring out a man from our institution, for there are many
qualities in a man, but sincerity and simplicity are the most important.”
These qualities are intangible assets that are developed over time through
school life at Aoyama Gakuin, and they are the character backed by the
rich fragrance, color, and traditions of Aoyama Gakuin that continue to
radiate into the world today.

Seeking for truth with humility

Those who live in truth also pursue truth humbly. While some truths
are pursued rationally and scientifically through study and learning,
Aoyama Gakuin pursues the truth of the world of faith that transcends
finite human knowledge, the truth of Jesus Christ’s love. An education



based on the Christian faith is nothing other than an encounter with
Jesus Christ and an education that demonstrates the love of God. In
the light of the absolute truth of God's love, Aoyama Gakuin is humble
before God, always respecting each other, sincerely dealing with diverse
people and their ideas, and pursuing universal truths together. The
Bible teaches us, "The truth will set you free” (John 8:32). Furthermore,
the truth of love must be open to others. Just as the missionaries who
laid the foundation of our school did, each one of us will be sent as a
missionary of love, freedom, and knowledge as a bridge to the global
world and to the next generation.

With a spirit of love and service

Education based on the Christian faith aims to form people who
serve God and people and people who live in love and service. The
sublime and practical love shown by Jesus Christ, which accepts every
person as a precious and irreplaceable being, spills over into the world.
It also begins with a sincere confrontation with the self as it is. Jesus
Christ said, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind." This is the most important first
commandment. The second is equally important. He said, "Love your
neighbor as yourself" (Matthew 22:37-39). When we face God and
face our neighbor, this naturally leads us to fundamentally reexamine
our own existence and way of being. Valuing the self does not mean
becoming self-centered. It is not just a matter of increasing one's self-
esteem. If we learn to truly accept and value ourselves and seck a life of
repentance, we will open ourselves up to caring for, understanding, and
respecting others.

15
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For all people and for society

The experience of loving and being loved at Aoyama Gakuin
blooms into love and service to one's neighbors, thereby
contributing to creating a sustainable age and world. In other
words, true love of neighbor creates social solidarity, which is
not only responsible for those closest to us, but also extends to
those with whom we are not in direct contact, to people of diverse
backgrounds, and to humanity, society, and the environment on
a global and cosmic scale. This requires the acquisition of a wide
range of knowledge, experience and training in love and service,
and the formation of an imaginative and sensitive personality
capable of caring for others willingly. Furthermore, all students,
faculty, and staff are "one of a kind," and their dignity must be
protected. Aoyama Gakuin is committed to the growth of each
individual through daily global learning and research, with an eye
to our immediate neighbors and to the "good of all people and

societies" around the world.

Building up of persons who actively take responsibility

Everyone who studies, researches, teaches, works, and is involved
with Aoyama Gakuin approaches every challenge with a sense
of ownership. Rather than giving up or shifting responsibility
to others, or through makeshift pretenses, deceptions, or self-
preservation, they will responsibly engage with all people and
society as people of free and irreplaceable character standing before
God, taking the initiative in all situations in which they are placed.
All of the school's academic activities, educational programs, arts
and sports activities, social contributions, and relationships with
partners around the world will also be focused on responsible



engagement, aiming to create a new era of community building
and communication.

AOYAMA GAKUIN School Motto

The Salt of the Earth, The Light of the World
(Matthew 5:13~16)

The school motto "Salt of the Earth, Light of the World" was established
at the 125th anniversary of the institution. It is a biblical phrase that
expresses the school's founding spirit and educational policy.

Salt of the Earth, Light of the World

“Salt of the earth” and "light of the world" are words of proclamation
rather than a lesson from Jesus Christ. Aoyama Gakuin is founded on
Christ's declaration that we are as precious and irreplaceable as salt
and light. Salt adds flavor, prevents spoilage, and purifies. It enhances
the taste (character) of ingredients. Salt gives meaning, prevents decay,
and cleanses impurities for the sake of others and society in a discreet
way. Light, like a guiding light or a lamp, illuminates the area, points
the way, and gives brightness and warmth to the human heart. This is a
different kind of light from that which it glamorizes itself. It is a light
that illuminates the times, accentuates people's worth, and emanates
encouragement, courage, and strength to those around it as a beacon
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of hope. Jewelry cannot shine without light. The flame of a candle
shines by sacrificing itself so that we can see each other's faces. Aoyama
Gakuin is an educational and research community that moves forward
under the declaration that all people associated with Aoyama Gakuin
are already "salt of the earth and light of the world.

Aoyama Gakuin is a comprehensive educational institution

cultivating servant-leaders to create a brighter future

for all people and for society.

Servant leaders nurtured by Aoyama Gakuin are free and independent,
serving others and creating a new era by discovering

Aoyama Gakuin set forth "Cultivation of servant-leaders” as its 2014-
24 goal on the occasion of its 140th anniversary. As Aoyama Gakuin
celebrates its 150th anniversary, we reiterate this as a pillar that
embodies the spirit of the school's founding.

Cultivating servant-leaders

Aoyama Gakuin's educational policy and school motto can be
paraphrased in these words: "Servant Leadership.” Jesus Christ remained
a thorough servant leader in his teachings and in his life. In particular, at
the Last Supper, Jesus bent down to wash the disciples' feet (John 13:1-
20), which is a concrete example of a servant leader. Aoyama Gakuin
aims to nurture servant leaders who follow the example of Jesus Christ.



A servant leader must first be a servant. We are to rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep (Romans 12:15), and love one
another (John 13:34-35). To be present in the sorrows and anguish
of others requires that we ourselves be free and independent. Servant-
leaders work to actively find value in others and create bonds with each
other through service. They do not seck to be appreciated or admired.
It is not something that changes with the currents and trends of the
times. Servant leaders who are there when and where they are needed
and continue to provide the necessary service are the ones who will
concretely envision the value of people and society and create a new
era. We can be servant leaders in any given situation.

The Servant Leaders that Aoyama Gakuin cultivates are those who
Yy
possess the following:

@ Intelligence and dignity backed by rich learning (Knowledge & Wisdom)
@ Respect for others and acceptance of differences (Mind & Heart)
@ Courage and action to serve all people and society (Perspective & Action)

@ Sincerity & Simplicity by God's grace.

They not only serve with kindness, but also boldly lead, support, and
encourage others through the times, pioneering and shaping society
with vision and insight. The care and behavior that emerge from a
sense of service to others will naturally soothe those around them and
facilitate human relationships and society.
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Many servant leader role models, such as former missionaries, have
served this institution. Aoyama Gakuin will continue to nurture people
who are both servants and leaders, and send them out into all fields
of endeavor. Aoyama Gakuin itself must also demonstrate excellent
servant leadership in education, research, and faith in the midst of an
unstable society.

Aoyama Gakuin aims to deepen and enhance its outstanding education,
leading academic research, and cultural and creative activities based on
the universal foundation of human formation in the presence of God.
We will boldly contribute to people and society in a global society, and
through encounters with diverse people, we will experience the richness
of God's creation and realize peace. As community leaders with high
ethical standards, we will participate in the creation of a mature world
and fulfill our duties and responsibilities as world citizens, without
limiting ourselves to intellectual growth.

On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of Aoyama Gakuin's
founding, we reaffirm that Aoyama Gakuin will continue to be a
community of education and research, a community that discerns and
leads the times, adhering to its faith-based traditions of love, service,
freedom, and the search for truth.



Dora E. Schoonmaker
(1851-1934)

She came to Japan at the age of 23
and established the "Girls' Elementary
School" in just three weeks. She laid
the foundation for women's education
at Aoyama Gakuin. The first female
missionary from the Methodist
Episcopal Church.

Sen Tsuda
(1837-1908)

Agronomist. He assisted the
Schoonmaker in founding Girls'
Elementary School and was baptized
by Julius Soper in 1875. He helped
found Friend Mennonite School and
other schools and founded Gakunosha
himself. Father of Umeko Tsuda.

Robert S. Maclay

(1824-1907)

After more than 20 years of missionary
work in Fuzhou, China, he founded
the Methodist Mission Seminary in
Yamate, Yokohama. He became the
first president of Aoyama Gakuin.

Julius Soper

(1845-1937)

He came to Japan in 1873 and was
involved in the founding of the "Kokyo
Gakusha Boys' School". He baptized
more than 400 people, including Sen
Tsuda, and translated many Christian
books into Japanese.

Yoitsu Honda

(1849-1912)

After studying in the U.S., he became
principal of the Tokyo Eiwa School
in 1890 and the second president of
Aoyama Gakuin from 1894.

John F. Goucher
(1845-1922)

Pastor of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in the United States. He
supported missionaries in India,
China, and Japan with his private
fortune. Goucher supported the
purchase of land in Aoyama.
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