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Sven Koerber-Abe,
associate professor,
College of Science and Engineering
Christmas in Munich in the south of Germany
is a little bit different from the Christmas you
may know in Japan. It is not a time to go out on
a date with your friends, but to stay at home
with your family. (And by the way: In Germany
we celebrate Christmas on the eve of December
the 24th.)

Of course for a little kid the most important
thing about this festival seems to be getting
presents, but looking back now as an adult,
instead of all the presents and sweets, the fondest
memories | have are the memories of being
together with my beloved ones.

| especially remember one time when | was 7
years old and got the big castle of the action
figures | so loved. That had to be the best Christ-
mas ever! However, thinking about it now, that
castle was just a big green box made out of cheap
plastic. In reality my happiest memories are
having built that castle together with my mother
and father, wondering how to get that strange
castle elevator to work, and laughing about our
clumsiness.

These family memories are what I think of when
thinking about Christmas. So for me,
Christmas is the biggest family celebra-
tion in Germany.

FrNIo—AFRDEBHRS




