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Aoyama Gakuin's Commitment to Internationalization:

Where Tradition Meets Innovation

Since its founding in 1874 as an international educational institution to the present day,
Aoyama Gakuin has long been committed to its mission of educating international leaders
who serve others and contribute to society.

In the early Meiji period, American missionaries and Japanese educators collaborated to
open three schools, which offered the most advanced international education of their time.
Then, with the patronage and leadership of the American minister John F. Goucher,
Aoyama campus was purchased, paving the way for his vision of a world-class Christian
institution of higher education in Tokyo. The original English name of our united
institution, Tokyo Anglo-Japanese College, in itself expressed international education as a
fundamental educational value. From its inception, our institution’s educational philosophy
based on Christian faith was necessarily international. Even during the dark days of
militarism and nationalism in the early Showa period, our international spirit was carefully
preserved, and still lights the way in our current educational policy and principles, our
globalization policy and vision.

Today, despite headwinds against internationalization with the spread of the coronavirus
pandemic and the rise of new nationalisms around the world, our institution continues to
advocate for international education. We have done so since the founding of Aoyama
Gakuin, whether it was in season or out of season, and internationalization remains a
distinguishing characteristic of our schools and programs.

If the value of internationalization is in doubt, we welcome that debate and the opportunity
to reaffirm the significance and meaning of international education. If there are problems
caused by excessive globalization, we will continue to strive to nurture the next generation
of global citizens who can solve those problems. Despite these turbulent times, what has
not changed is the pressing need for multilingual education, social contribution,
intercultural understanding and respect for diversity, peace education and human rights
education. The threats we face today, from environmental sustainability to the coronavirus
pandemic, are global issues that must be addressed by humanity as a whole and cannot be
solved by any one country or region alone.

Today, our world faces a multitude of challenges. But it is in times like this that we most
need people who can contribute to our shared concerns as an international community, and
Aoyama Gakuin is strengthening its internationalization strategy more than ever before.
To this end, the All Aoyama Gakuin International Strategy Promotion Commission was
established this year. All of Aoyama Gakuin will work together to develop and promote
specific international strategies to meet new challenges even as we take great pride in
nurturing the kind of international leaders that the world needs for the future.
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