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The Sait of the Earth, The Light of the World
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God Works in Wondrous' Ways

“Ichi, ni, san, shi,” the two of us marched until
we found a place to sit and eat our snack.
My six-year-old curiosity could hardly wait
for her to open the big, strange handkerchief.
Untying it, she explained, “This is called
furoshiki. Everybody uses them in Japan.”
| was fascinated by its pretty colors and
rich> texture. She took out some crunchy,
salty-sweet crackers and we started to
munch. “These are Japanese sembei.
They're made of rice.” I'd never eaten rice
before, but | immediately wanted to go live
where | could eat sembei every day.
“Where is Japan?” | wanted to know.
My aunt started to scratch® a map of the
world in the dirt” with a stick:--"Well, here
is Indiana, right in the middle of the
United States---and way over here is Japan,
almost half-way around the world.”
This was too much for my young brain to
absorb®. It seemed impossible for me to ever
go to a place so far away. | knew my aunt
would soon go back to that far place and |
might not see her again. Suddenly, | felt a
huge sadness. | was too young to understand
that my aunt was a Methodist missionary”
and that she was teaching English to young
women at a school called Aoyama Gakuin.
Seeing my cloudy expression, Auntie

May erased the dirt map with the toe of her
shoe and scratched some strange lines,
first, a horizontal ¢ line, crossed by a curved
vertical'! line and then a shorter curved
line. “Hito,” she declared. “That means
‘person’. Scratch, scratch, scratch---"yama,”
she announced. “That means ‘mountain’.
It's part of the name of the school where
| teach.” Somehow'?, | sensed that the
real surprise was not that my aunt had
opened furoshiki and given me sembei
but that she had opened my mind to
the world of languages. More than
that, she had shown me that God’s
love was in the act of teaching.

It seemed like a small episode, but now
that | think of it, the work of God goes a
long way : More than fifty years have
passed since that hot summer when | first
learned that there is a wider world. Only
God knew that my aunt was opening the
door of my life experience. Only God
knew that | would one day marry a Japa-
nese man and create an “international
family”. Only God knew that one day |
would also teach English on the campus
of which my aunt Barbara May Bailey
was so enormously”>proud: Aoyama Gakuin.
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