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The Salt of the Earth, The Light of the World
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The United Church of Christ in Japan Sakurashinmachi Church

Easter Memories
Charles E. Robertson
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As | grew up in America, | understood
from a young age how important Easter
Sunday is for most families. My earliest
memory of Easter (perhaps from when |
was only five or six years old) includes wait-
ing with other children for the "Easter egg
hunt" to begin. An Easter egg hunt is a
type of game in which children look for
brightly colored hard-boiled eggs, and
solid-chocolate eggs, that have been
hidden outside.

When | was a young boy, on Easter
Sunday, children were given Easter baskets
in the church garden before the hunt
began. The baskets were used to hold the
eggs which the children collected during
their search. There was always a lot of
excitement before the Easter egg hunt
began. | remember standing with my
basket, waiting nervously', until someone
said, "OK. Go!" Then, I ran with the other
children around the garden and looked in
the bushes? and trees for the hidden Easter
eggs. The children screamed and shouted
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each time they found an Easter egg.
Finally, after all of the hidden eggs had
been discovered, the Easter egg hunt was
finished. | can still remember that | always
took my eggs home right away and
proudly put them in the refrigerator. | also
remember eating egg salad sandwiches for
many, many days after Easter Sunday.

After | became older, | learned that many
Christian  cultures around the world
celebrate Easter Sunday with eggs and
Easter egg hunts. In fact, this tradition is
very old. The early® Christians used eggs at
Easter to represent” the tomb®> from which
Christ escaped when he was reborn®. The
day that Christ rose from the dead ("The
Resurrection’") was on a Sunday, so this is
the reason Christians celebrate Christ's
rebirth on a Sunday. In my childhood,
Easter egg hunting on Easter Sunday was
an important part of my church experi-
ence. I'm very happy to have such fond®
memories because they remind” me of the
true meaning of Easter Sunday.
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