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God With Us

HhEARERAT

Christmas is coming soon, and it is a special
season of the year for us. Have you ever
thought about the seasons of the church
year? When and how did the Christian
holidays appear!?

The oldest Christian celebration? is Sunday
worship3. We read in the Bible that the first
Christians met on the first day of every week.
They did this because Jesus rose from the
dead“ on that day. So every Sunday Chris-
tians remember that Jesus rose from the
dead, and that God’s love is stronger than
death.

Writers from the second century> tell us that
Christians identified® one Sunday for special
celebrations of this event. This Sunday is the
most central Sunday of the year for Chris-
tians. It is the holy day (holiday) which we call
Easter. Jesus died and rose again at the time
of the Jewish Passover’, so early Christians
used the lunar® Jewish calendar to identify
the date for Easter. Today the moon is still
used to find the date for Easter, so every year
it is on a different date.

We don’t know about any Christmas celebra-
tions before the fourth century. Around that
time two traditions® appear together, the
celebration of Christmas on December 25,
and the celebration of Epiphany on January
6. These two holidays follow the solar!0
calendar, so their dates never change.
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1, appear (FE£IC)END
2, celebratin ME

3, worship #LIE

4, rose from the dead 1&85EL%L7-
5, century tHid

6, identify RBETD

7, Passover WXL DEY)
8, lunar AD

9, tradition =%

10, solar ABD

11, chosen REiThi-

12, prophet FEEE

If we count the days between December 25
and January 6, we find that the Christmas
season actually has twelve days! There are so
many days to celebrate! | like to sing Christ-
mas songs and listen to the Christmas stories
from the Bible. When | sing the songs, the
words come from my own mouth, and |
become the storyteller. When | hear the
Christmas stories every year, | feel that we are
re-living them, not repeating them.

| remember the Christmas when | was four
years old. It was about a month after my
baby sister was born and died from a heart
problem. Our house was quiet that year. My
grandparents visited. Sometimes Grandma
Lois sang to my little brother and me. One
evening we turned on the Christmas tree
lights and sang “Silent Night” together.

Then, while we were singing, | felt it: a baby
is so weak and small.

At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
The Bible tells us that Jesus was God's
Chosen'! One, God's own Child. He was
born to save. That is good news. But he was
also a weak, tiny baby. He was as small and
helpless as we are. He understood us. And
the prophet'? Isaiah said his name was “God
with us.”

Jesus is “God with us.” That is the good
news of Christmas.
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Memories of Christmas
as a Young Christian

James W. Pagel
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| was born into a Christian family who
attended church every Sunday. From my earli-
est memories | recall the services. The music
inspired me to sing my heart out, even if |
could not read the words.

| grew older and entered parochial’ school
run by my church. There were nine grades
counting Kindergarten.

A special time for us was December. We read-
ied for the Christmas program to be
performed in church. And when the final day
to perform came, we were nervous but confi-
dent we could do a good job. Watching the
other grades perform was great, too; the big
kids with their matured? voices and complex
harmonies, and the little ones singing with
enthusiasm3 and maybe some talent.

Soon it was time for the special Christmas Eve
service. My Dad came home early from work
so we could attend. | went to church every
Sunday, but this was special. | knew the story
by heart but listened attentively> as the
pastor spoke of the events leading up to
Jesus’ birth. Soon it was all over and each
family went home to prepare for Christmas in
its own way. My family celebrated the “Santa
Claus version” of Christmas after the service
on the 24th. Most kids opened presents on
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1, parochial BXD

2, matured AAD

3, with enthusiasm  #{y(Z

4, by heart BEEELC

5, attentively FELT

6, oblige HRER:T
7, accompanying ~IZEDET
8, blasts =

9, commercial version FHEERR

10, outweigh ~(CB3
11, definitely RLUTEN
12, last <

13, eternal life FKEDES

Christmas Day, but | couldn’t wait for Santa’s
visit, and he obliged® by timing his arrival and
departure before we got home from church.
Oh, boy, the presents!

And then it was back to church for the Christ-
mas service. If you thought the Christmas Eve
service was good, try Christmas Day. They
even had trumpets accompanying’ the
organist and choir. Great blastsé of joyful
music filled the air. After church it was to my
aunt’s house for Christmas dinner. Everyone
was filled with the spirit of Christmas.

| mentioned Santa Claus above. Of course |
was surrounded by the commercial version?
of Christmas. | loved getting presents and
loved to see the beautiful decorations in
stores, on streetlights, and on people’s
houses.

But does the commercial version outweigh'0
the real Christmas in importance?
Definitely!! not! When | think of Christmas, |
think about gifts, both giving and getting.
There is a jewelry commercial in the U.S. that
has as its catch-line, “Give the gift that lasts'2
forever.” Yes, that is what God has done. He
has given us eternal life’3 through the birth
and death of His only Son.
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The Salt of the Earth, The Light of the World
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Special issue : Christmas is coming
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